
Uintah PTA Minutes, June 1, 2022 
 
School safety discussion: 
 
Discussion about what kind of barriers prevent someone from walking onto the school yard or 
into the school during school hours. 
 
Discussion about the Safe UT ap.  When students send something in using that ap, that report is 
sent to the principal.  The ap is mostly used by secondary schools.  All students are told about it 
at the beginning of the year.  But, it probably needs to be emphasized more and parents also 
need to be made aware so they can put it on their kids’ phones. There is a website for it that 
the kids could use from the school computers.  Bruce will look at getting a short cut for it on the 
computers.  Educators will need to look into what the best way(s) would be to teach kids about 
it.   
 
There was an idea to set up a paper drop box for anonymous tips.  This would be good for  
(non-emergency) situations. 
 
DIRS is a program used by teachers.  It is connected to district personnel, police, & the fire 
department.  It is a chat system will send out messages to all teachers and personnel in an 
emergency.  That system will probably be used a lot more next year because of recent events.  
 
Every other month is a mandatory fire drill and on the other months they have lockout, 
lockdown drills.   
 
There was a question if there is an alert in the office to notify if them if a door was left unlocked 
or open.  Bruce is looking into seeing if there is a way to get a system like that set up. Currently 
there is no alert if that happens.  There have been times when doors haven’t closed properly 
due to small rocks or because they were intentionally propped open by students.   
 
Arts program at Uintah: 
 
Bruce reviewed the arts program discussed at last month’s meeting.  In the past visual art was 
once a month per grade, music programs only start at 4th grade through the district.  
 
This year, art has been once a week.  The kids have loved it, and it seemed to be a good outlet 
for them.   
 
Unfortunately, Ms. Hillary won’t be returning next year.  She has done an amazing job, and we 
would love to keep the current program that we have.  Keeping drama would cost $1,400/year. 
Tanner dance needs $2,220, which has always been funded by the PTA.   So that would be  
around $3,600 per year for just those two programs.   
 



Ideally, we want to hire AND retain an awesome art teacher.  We were the ones who got the 
better end of the deal with Ms. Hilary.   We want to hire a .5 FTE certified art teacher.  That 
would cost at minimum $35,000 -$40,000 per year.   
 
The school doesn’t have enough funds to pay that salary.  The school can help with cost of 
around $17,000 per year. 
 
That means to keep the current art program we have the PTA needs to fund $18,000-$20,000. 
 
We want to have a teacher that will stay and not have the turnover.  We are the only school 
that has drama as their BTS grant.  Other schools use their BTS grant for visual arts. 
 
There are stipulations with the PTA.  They can’t pay for certain things.  But the PTA can put 
money into the SLEF fund, and Bruce can put it into his school budget to use for books and 
supplies etc. Then Bruce can use other budget money to pay for an art teacher.  Other schools 
do it this way.   
 
The other way schools do it, is to set up a non-profit.  And that group can directly pay that 
person.  
 
There needs to be really good communication to our community about the realities of our 
needs for the arts and the need to support the program financially.  The more we talk about it, 
the more our community will understand the plan and vision for our school. 
 
Total cost needed from the PTA to keep drama, dance, art night, & art teacher would be 
$26,600-$27,000.  That comes out to be $67.50 per kid.  
 
The PTA has the funds, but the PTA funds other great stuff as well, like 6th grade promotion. So 
how are we going to fund all of it?   Bruce suggested streamlining the fundraisers and being 
more specific.  The fundraiser in the fall can be more focused toward those other things (like 6th 
grade graduation), and art night can focus on fundraising for the arts program.   
 
A motion was made to allocate a minimum of $20,000 for the arts program through the SLEF 
fund.  The motion passed.   
 
The question was raised about how often and when people can donate to the PTA.  People can 
donate money anytime they want.  For example, people could donate $10 a month for their 
kids to have an arts program.  
 
Open PTA positions:   
 
We really need a treasurer for next year!  The main job is to maintain the budget and write 
checks.  If interested let us know asap.  We also have a lot of other open positions.   
 



Field day was a huge success! 
 
Upcoming events:  
6th grade graduation, and then boondocks day celebration.   
Yearbooks still for sale! 
 
Thank you to next years elected officers!  Rebecca Kobar, Sarah Lowe, Sharri Morley, and Alisha 
Norman.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


